
10. IVA Technical Requirements for all Vehicle Categories 

10.1 Passenger Cars and Light Goods Vehicles - M1 & N1
 

1 Noise Inspection Approval 
Documentation 
& Inspection 

Inspection Approval 
Documentation 
& Inspection 

2 Emissions Inspection Approval 
Documentation 
& Inspection 

Inspection Approval 
Documentation 
& Inspection 

3 Fuel tank 
(Gaseous) 

Approval
Documentation 
& Inspection 

Approval
Documentation 
& Inspection 

Approval
Documentation 
& Inspection 

Approval
Documentation 
& Inspection 

4 Rear Registration 
plate 

Inspection Inspection Inspection Inspection 

5 Steering effort Inspection Inspection Inspection Inspection 

6 Door latches and 
hinges 

Inspection Inspection Inspection Inspection 

7 Horn Inspection Inspection Inspection Inspection 

8 Rear vision Inspection Inspection Inspection Inspection 

9 Braking Inspection Approval 
Documentation 
& Inspection 

Inspection Approval 
Documentation 
& Inspection 

10 EMC Inspection Inspection Inspection Inspection 

11 Diesel smoke Inspection Inspection Inspection Inspection 

12 Interior fittings Inspection Inspection Inspection Inspection 

13 Anti-theft Inspection Approval
Documentation 
& Inspection 

Inspection Approval
Documentation 
& Inspection 

13 Immobiliser/Alarm 
(if fitted) 

Approval
Documentation 
& Inspection 

Approval
Documentation 
& Inspection 

Approval
Documentation 
& Inspection 

Approval
Documentation 
& Inspection 

14 Protective steering Inspection Approval
Documentation 
& Inspection 

Inspection Approval
Documentation 
& Inspection 

15 
& 38 

Seat strength (head 
rests included) 

Inspection Inspection Inspection Inspection 

Basic IVA 
M1 Passenger 

Normal IVA 
M1 Passenger 

Basic IVA 
N1 Goods 

Normal IVA 
N1 Goods 

ItemNo. 
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No. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

Item 

Exterior projection 

Speedometer & 
reverse gear 

Plates (statutory) 

Seat belt 
anchorages 

Installation of lighting
& light signalling
devices 
Retro reflectors 

Side lights, marker 
lights, stop lights 

Direction indicators 

Rear registration 
plate lamps 

Headlamps 
(including bulbs) 

Front fog lamps 

Rear fog lamps 

Reversing lamps 

Parking lamps 

Seat belts 

Forward vision 

Identification of 
controls 

Defrost/demist 

Basic IVA 
M1 Passenger 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Marking 
& Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Normal IVA 
M1 Passenger 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Approval
Documentation 
& Inspection 
Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Marking 
& Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Basic IVA 
N1 Goods 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Marking 
& Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Normal IVA 
N1 Goods 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Approval
Documentation 
& Inspection 
Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Marking 
& Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 

Inspection 
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Basic IVA 
M1 Passenger 

Normal IVA 
M1 Passenger 

Basic IVA 
N1 Goods 

Normal IVA 
N1 Goods 

ItemNo. 

35 Wash/wipe Inspection Inspection Inspection Inspection 

36 Heating systems Inspection Inspection Inspection Inspection 

37 Wheel guards Inspection Inspection Inspection Inspection 

39 CO2 emissions/fuel 
consumption* 

N/A Approval 
Documentation 
& Inspection 

N/A Approval 
Documentation 
& Inspection 

40 Engine power Declaration Declaration Declaration Declaration 

44 & 48 Masses and 
dimensions 

Inspection Inspection Inspection Inspection 

45 Safety glass Marking 
& Inspection 

Marking 
& Inspection 

Marking 
& Inspection 

Marking 
& Inspection 

46 Tyres Marking 
& Inspection 

Marking 
& Inspection 

Marking 
& Inspection 

Marking 
& Inspection 

50 Couplings Marking 
& Inspection 

Marking 
& Inspection 

Marking 
& Inspection 

Marking 
& Inspection 

53 Frontal impact 
(if <2500kg GVM) 

N/A Approval 
Documentation 
& Inspection 

N/A Approval 
Documentation 
& Inspection 

54 Side impact 
(if <700mm R point) 

N/A Approval
Documentation 
& Inspection 

N/A Approval
Documentation 
& Inspection 

60 Frontal protection 
(bull bars) 

Marking 
& Inspection 

Marking 
& Inspection 

Marking 
& Inspection 

Marking 
& Inspection 
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10. IVA Technical Requirements for all Vehicle Categories 

10.2 Larger Passenger Vehicles - M2 & M3
 

M2 & M3ItemNo. 
1 Noise Approval Documentation & Inspection 

2 Emissions Approval Documentation & Inspection 

3A Fuel tank(s) Approval Documentation & Inspection 

3B Rear under run Approval Documentation & Inspection 

4 Rear Registration plate Inspection 

5 Steering effort Approval Documentation & Inspection 

7 Horn Inspection 

8 Rear vision Inspection 

9 Braking Approval Documentation & Inspection 

10 EMC Approval Documentation & Inspection 

13 Anti-theft Inspection 

13 Immobiliser/Alarm (if fitted) Approval Documentation & Inspection 

Seat strength (including head rests) -15 Approval Documentation & Inspection 
incorporating belt
Seat strength (including head rests) -15 Inspection
not incorporating belt 

17 Speedometer & reverse gear Approval Documentation & Inspection 

17 Speedometer & reverse gear Inspection
(tachograph fitted) 

18 Plates (statutory) Inspection 

19 Seat belt anchorages Approval Documentation & Inspection 

20 Installation of lighting & light signalling Inspection
devices 

21 Retro reflectors Marking & Inspection 

22 Side lights, marker lights, stop lights Marking & Inspection 

23 Direction indicators Marking & Inspection 

24 Rear registration plate lamps Marking & Inspection 

25 Headlamps (including bulbs) Marking & Inspection 

26 Front fog lamps Marking & Inspection 

27 Tow Hooks Inspection 

28 Rear fog lamps Marking & Inspection 

29 Reversing lamps Marking & Inspection 

30 Parking lamps Marking & Inspection 

31 Seat belts Marking & Inspection 
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M2 & M3ItemNo. 
33 Identification of controls Inspection 

34 Defrost/demist Inspection 

35 Wash/wipe Inspection 

36 Heating systems (combustion heater) Approval Documentation & Inspection 

45 Safety glass Marking & Inspection 

46 Tyres Marking & Inspection 

47 Speed Limiter (if fitted) Marking & Inspection 

47 Speed Limiter (if not fitted) - Plaque Inspection 

48 Masses and dimensions Inspection 

50 Couplings Marking & Inspection 

51 Flammability - Declaration Inspection 

52 Interior Approval Documentation & Inspection or Marking 
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10. IVA Technical Requirements for all Vehicle Categories 

10.3 Medium to Heavy Sized Goods Vehicles - N2 & N3
 

Item N2 & N3No. 
1 Noise Approval Documentation & Inspection 

2 Emissions Approval Documentation & Inspection 

3 Fuel tank (gaseous) / rear under run Approval Documentation & Inspection 
(calculation)

4 Rear Registration plate Inspection 

5 Steering effort Approval Documentation & Inspection 

6 Door latches and hinges Inspection 

7 Horn Inspection 

8 Rear vision Inspection 

9 Braking Approval Documentation & Inspection 

10 EMC Approval Documentation & Inspection 

13 Anti-theft Inspection 

13 Immobiliser/Alarm (if fitted) Approval Documentation & Inspection 

Seat strength (including head rests) 15 Inspection 

Speedometer & reverse gear 17 Approval Documentation & Inspection 

17 Speedometer & reverse gear Inspection
(tachograph fitted) 

18 Plates (statutory) Inspection 

19 Seat belt anchorages Inspection 

20 Installation of lighting & light signalling Inspection
devices 

21 Retro reflectors Marking & Inspection 

22 Side lights, marker lights, stop lights Marking & Inspection 

23 Direction indicators Marking & Inspection 

24 Rear registration plate lamps Marking & Inspection 

25 Headlamps (including bulbs) Marking & Inspection 

26 Front fog lamps Marking & Inspection 

27 Tow Hooks Inspection 

28 Rear fog lamps Marking & Inspection 

29 Reversing lamps Marking & Inspection 

31 Seat belts Marking & Inspection 

33 Identification of controls Inspection 

34 Defrost/demist Inspection 
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N2 & N3ItemNo. 
35 Wash/wipe Inspection 

36 Heating systems (combustion heater) Approval Documentation or Marking & Inspection 

42 Lateral protection Inspection 

43 Spray Suspension Marking & Inspection >7.5t 

45 Safety glass Marking & Inspection 

46 Tyres Marking & Inspection 

47 Speed limiter (if fitted) Marking & Inspection 

47 Speed limiter (if not fitted) Approval Documentation & Inspection 

48 Masses and Dimensions Inspection 

49 External projection of cabs Inspection 

50 Couplings Marking & Inspection 

57 Front under-run protection Approval Documentation & Inspection 
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10. IVA Technical Requirements for all Vehicle Categories 

10.4 Trailers - O1, O2, O3 & O4
 

No. Item Trailer O1 Trailer O2 Trailer O3 Trailer O4 

3B Rear under run N/A N/A Approval Approval
Documentation Documentation 
& Inspection & Inspection 

4 Rear reg plate space Inspection Inspection Inspection Inspection 

5 Steering effort (if Inspection Approval Approval Approval
fitted with steered Documentation Documentation Documentation 
axles) & Inspection & Inspection & Inspection 

Approval Approval9 Braking Approval Approval
Documentation Documentation Documentation Documentation & Inspection & Inspection & Inspection & Inspection(if fitted) (if fitted)

10 EMC Declaration Declaration Declaration Declaration 

18 Statutory plates Inspection Inspection Inspection Inspection 

20 Lighting installation Inspection Inspection Inspection Inspection 

21 Retro reflectors Marking Marking Marking Marking 
& Inspection & Inspection & Inspection & Inspection 

22 Stop, End out-line & Marking Marking Marking Marking 
Side & Marker Lamps & Inspection & Inspection & Inspection & Inspection 

23 Direction Indicators Marking Marking Marking Marking 
& Inspection & Inspection & Inspection & Inspection 

24 Rear registration Marking Marking Marking Marking 
plate lamp & Inspection & Inspection & Inspection & Inspection 

28 Rear fog lamps Marking Marking Marking Marking 
& Inspection & Inspection & Inspection & Inspection 

29 Reverse lamps Marking Marking Marking Marking 
& Inspection & Inspection & Inspection & Inspection 

Approval Approval Approval Approval36 Heater (combustion) 
Documentation Documentation Documentation Documentation (if fitted) or Marking & or Marking & or Marking & or Marking &
Inspection Inspection Inspection Inspection

42 Lateral Protection N/A N/A Inspection Inspection 

43 Spray suppression N/A N/A Marking Marking 
& Inspection & Inspection 
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45 Glass (if fitted) Marking
& Inspection 

Marking
& Inspection 

Marking
& Inspection 

Marking
& Inspection 

46 Tyres Marking 
& Inspection 

Marking 
& Inspection 

Marking 
& Inspection 

Marking 
& Inspection 

48 Masses and 
Dimensions non-M1 

Inspection Inspection Inspection Inspection 

50 Couplings Marking
& Inspection 

Marking
& Inspection 

Marking
& Inspection 

Marking
& Inspection 

General design and 
construction 

Inspection Inspection Inspection Inspection 

Trailer O1 Trailer O2 Trailer O3 Trailer O4 ItemNo. 
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11. Model Reports and the IVA Scheme 

A Model Report is used when an applicant wishes to prove compliance on a subsequent vehicle on 
the basis of a Directive or Comparison test or series of tests originally conducted on a "Master" vehicle 
(or vehicles). 

The purpose of the Model Report is to enable a VOSA examiner to check that the specification of 
subsequent vehicles is the same in all relevant respects to the one originally tested at the designated 
Technical Service.  It will include component descriptions, code numbers and other identifying 
features, supplemented by photographs or drawings. 

Some companies have produced Model Reports and offer them for use to members of the public and 
other companies for a fee.  If the vehicle is listed, a Model Report is available for one or more of the 
subjects requiring compliance.  This report could be used as one of the methods of demonstrating 
compliance. The report owner should be contacted for further information.  It is important to ensure 
that your vehicle is of the same specification as that in the report. 

If the vehicle presented for inspection matches the specification in the Model Report, it will pass, if not 
it will fail and further modifications or alternative evidence of compliance will be necessary. 

VOSA will be responsible for compiling Model Reports, although they will be owned by the applicant. 
Most Model Reports will consist of test reports and vehicle specification details from the Technical 
Service. For some vehicles e.g. where comparison on protective steering is required, the Technical 
Service will provide evidence to support the similarity of a non-type approved vehicle with one that has 
full Type Approval. 

Model Reports have considerable commercial value.  The confidentiality of Model Reports will be 
protected to ensure that only those staff who need to know their contents are able to see them. 
However, applicants can if they wish, allow the use of Model Reports by others.  VOSA will only use 
such reports where there is a written agreement between both parties, a copy of which will need to be 
emailed directly to VOSA Swansea (approvals@vosa.gov.uk). Applicants using this process may be 
subject to a 'Compliance Check'. 

Compliance Check 

If the vehicle is submitted for assessment against an existing Model Report, it may be chosen for a 
'Compliance Check'. This is carried out on a sample of vehicles to ensure that vehicles submitted on 
the basis that they are built to the same specification as an original vehicle described in a Model 
Report (the original vehicle having been inspected and found to comply with the relevant Normal IVA 
requirements) actually comply with the Normal IVA requirements and are built to the specification 
described in the Model Report. 

The compliance check is part of the 'approval' process and vehicles submitted on the basis of an 
existing Model Report are therefore submitted on the understanding that they may be chosen for 
this check. 

If the vehicle is selected for a compliance check, you will be notified when you present the vehicle for 
inspection. You will be required to leave the vehicle at the VOSA test site, from where it will be 
transported to a designated Technical Service, which will carry out a full check of the vehicle against 
the nominated Model Report. 
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Annex 1 - Vehicle Category Chart 

Passenger Vehicles
 

Description Vehicle 

Vehicles designed and constructed for the carriage of passengers and M1 
comprising of no more than eight seats in addition to the driver's seat 

Vehicles designed and constructed for the carriage of passengers, M2 
comprising of more than eight seats in addition to the driver's seat and 
having a maximum mass not exceeding 5 tonnes 

Vehicles designed and constructed for the carriage of passengers, M3 
comprising of more that eight seats in addition to the driver's seat and 
having a maximum mass exceeding 5 tonnes 

Motor caravans, ambulances, hearses, armoured cars, wheelchair- M4 
accessible vehicles (WAVs) (Special 

Purpose 
Vehicles) 

Category of 

Goods Vehicles
 

Description Category of 
Vehicle 

Vehicles designed and constructed for the carriage of goods and 
having a maximum mass not exceeding 3.5 tonnes 

N1 

Vehicles designed and constructed for the carriage of goods and 
having a maximum mass exceeding 3.5 tonnes but not exceeding 
12 tonnes 

N2 

Vehicles designed and constructed for the carriage of goods and 
having a maximum mass exceeding 12 tonnes. In the case of a 
towing vehicle designed to be coupled to a semi-trailer or centre-
axle trailer, the mass to be considered for classifying the vehicle is 
the mass of the tractor vehicle in running order, increased by the 
mass corresponding to the maximum static vertical load transferred 
to the tractor vehicle by the semi-trailer or centre-axle trailer and, 
where applicable, by the maximum mass of the tractor vehicles 
own load. 

N3 

Armoured Goods vehicles N1 
(Special 
Purpose 
Vehicles) 
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Annex 1 - Vehicle Category Chart cont ... 

Trailers
 

Category ofDescription Vehicle 

O1Trailers with a maximum mass not exceeding 0.75 tonnes 

O2Trailers with a maximum mass exceeding 0.75 tonnes but not 
exceeding 3.5 tonnes 

Trailers with a maximum mass exceeding 3.5 tonnes but not O3 
exceeding 10 tonnes 

Trailers with a maximum mass exceeding 10 tonnes. In the case of a O4 
semi-trailer or centre-axle trailer, the maximum mass to be 
considered for classifying the trailer corresponds to the static vertical 
load transmitted to the ground by the axle or axles of the semi-trailer 
or centre axle trailer when couple to the towing vehicle and carrying 
its maximum load. 

The vehicles shown as 'Special Purpose' vehicles are given certain dispensations where it can 
be demonstrated to the Inspecting Authority that due to its design, it cannot comply with the technical 
requirements. 
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Annex 2 - The Mutual Recognition Scheme 

In order to successfully register a vehicle in the UK, the Driver Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) 
needs to be sure that the vehicle in question is suitable for use on UK roads. Evidence of compliance 
can usually be provided in one of the following ways : 

•	 Vehicles which are designed and built for the European Union and are being imported from  another 
European Member State can have a certificate issued by the Vehicle Certification Agency (VCA) 
under the Mutual Recognition IVA scheme. 

•	 Vehicles which have been approved to the National requirements of another EC Member state e.g. 
not built for the EU or not approved under European Community Whole Vehicle Type Approval 
(ECWVTA) and having an Individual Approval in that state, maybe able to obtain a Mutual 
Recognition certificate, subject to assessment of the standards applied in that Member state 
against the UK requirements. 

•	 Cars and light trucks under 10 years old and which are being imported from outside the European 
Union e.g. Japan, USA etc, will usually need to have passed an Individual Vehicle Approval 
inspection with VOSA. 

•	 Heavy trucks under 25 years old being imported from outside the European Union e.g. Japan, USA 
etc and which are not accepted by VCA for Mutual Recognition, are unlikely to pass an IVA 
inspection without considerable modification and testing to European Directive Standards. 
Therefore, importation of such vehicles may not prove cost effective. 

The Mutual Recognition process (which is also sometimes known as the Commission Notice 
procedure) requires that the person seeking to register the vehicle makes a number of declarations 
about the suitability of the vehicle for use on UK roads and provides evidence of any alterations made 
to the vehicle. Alterations may be necessary to ensure compliance with the UK Construction and Use 
legislation and the Road Vehicles Lighting Regulations. 

Following receipt of all necessary paperwork and the appropriate administration fee, VCA will issue a 
certificate that can be presented to the Driver Vehicle Licensing Authority (DVLA) in support of the 
request for UK registration. 

To find out if your vehicle qualifies for a Mutual Recognition certificate as well as a list of the 
requirements, procedures and necessary forms involved, please refer to the following website : 

www.vca.gov.uk 

Vehicles for which there is documentary evidence that they have been registered in another EU 
Member State are likely to be permitted registration in the UK.  However, vehicles first registered in 
the Republic of Ireland, Greece or the newer Member States such as Malta, Cyprus and Eastern 
European countries, might not be accepted, depending on their date of first registration in the 
Member State. 
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Annex 4 - Special Purpose Vehicles & their Definitions 

A 'Special Purpose' vehicle means a vehicle intended to perform a function which requires special 
body arrangements and/or equipment.  

The regulations give "dispensations" to certain categories of vehicle considered to be 'Special 
Purpose' vehicles. The following vehicles are considered to be 'Special Purpose': 

Ambulance* 

Motor vehicles of category 'M' (only) intended for the transport of sick or injured people and having 
special equipment for such purpose. 

Armoured Vehicle (can be category 'M' or 'N')* 

Vehicles intended for the protection of conveyed passengers and/or goods and complying with 
armour plating anti-bullet requirements. 

Hearse* 

Motor vehicles of category 'M' (only) intended for the transport of the deceased and having special 
equipment for such purpose. 

Motor Caravan* 

Motor vehicles of category 'M' (only) constructed to include living accommodation which contains at 
least the following equipment:-

• seats and a table 
• sleeping accommodation which may be converted from the seats 
• cooking facilities 
• storage facilities 

This equipment must be rigidly fixed to the living compartment; however, the table may be designed 
to be easily removable. 

Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle (WAV)* 

Vehicles of category M1 (only) constructed or converted specifically so that they accommodate one 
or more persons seated in their wheelchair(s) when travelling on the road. 

*Please Note : 'N' category vehicles converted for the purpose will be considered as 'M'. 
However, for certain items, as described in the relevant inspection manual, dispensation is given 

to allow the base vehicle 'N' (Goods Vehicle) standards to be considered for IVA purposes. 
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Authorised Designated Premises (DPs) 

DP Address 

ATUK Unit 2, North Road, Marchwood Industrial 
Estate, Marchwood, Southampton, SO40 4BL 

VDS Automotive Ltd Unit 9 Willow Industrial Park, Willow Road, 
Castle Donnigton, Derbyshire, DE74 2RP 
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Annex 6 - Some Vehicle Definitions 

Personal Import - Passenger Cars (M1) & Light Goods Vehicles (N1) Only 
(Class 'P') 

A vehicle is a personally imported vehicle if either the conditions in sub-paragraph (2) or those in sub-
paragraph (3) are satisfied ('A' being, in the following sub-paragraphs below, the applicant for 
Individual Approval). 

(2) The conditions in this sub-paragraph are satisfied if -

(a) 	the vehicle has been imported by 'A' upon entry into the United Kingdom, 
(b) 'A' had, prior to the time the vehicle was imported, been normally resident in a country other 

than the United Kingdom for a continuous period of at least 12 months, 
(c) 	'A' intends to become normally resident in the United Kingdom, 
(d) the vehicle has been in the possession of and used by 'A' in the country where 'A' was 

normally resident for a period of at least 6 months before its importation, and 
(e) 	the vehicle is intended for 'A's' personal or household use in the United Kingdom 

(3) The conditions in this sub-paragraph are satisfied if -

(a)	 'A' is a serving member of the Armed Forces and intends to import it into the United 
Kingdom within 12 months of the date of the application for Individual Approval; 
at the time of that application 'A' has been normally resident in a country other than the 

(b)	 United Kingdom for a continuous period of at least 12 months; and 
(c) 	paragraphs (c) to (e) of sub-paragraph (2) are satisfied. 

(4)	 Subject to sub-paragraphs (5) to (7), for the purposes of this paragraph 'A' is to be treated as being 
normally resident in a country if -

(a)	 'A' usually lives in that country for a period of, or periods together amounting to, at least 
185 days in a period of 12 months; and 

(b) 	that period, or those periods of residence occur because of 'A's' occupational and personal 
ties to that country. 

(5)	 Where 'A' has no occupational ties, sub-paragraph (4b) does not apply provided that 'A's' personal 
ties show close links with that country. 

(6)	 Where 'A' has occupational ties in one country and personal ties in a second country, 'A' is to be 
treated, for the purposes of this paragraph, as being normally resident in the second country if either; 

(a) 	'A's' stay in the first country is in order to carry out a task of a definite duration, or 
(b) 	'A' returns regularly to the second country. 

(7)	 But if 'A' is a United Kingdom citizen whose personal ties are in the United Kingdom and whose 
occupational ties are in the country other than the United Kingdom, 'A' is to be treated as normally 
resident in that other country if 'A' has lived there for a period of, or periods together amounting 
to, at least 185 days in the period of 12 months immediately preceding the date of entry into the 
United Kingdom. 
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(8) 	In this paragraph, "serving member of the Armed Forces" means a person who is employed by 
Her Majesty's air forces, Her Majesty's military forces or Her Majesty's naval forces but who is 
not a serving member of any of the reserve forces. 

Amateur Built - M1 & N1 Only (Class 'A') 

(1) A vehicle is an amateur built vehicle if - 

(a) the vehicle was -
(i)	 constructed or assembled or 
(ii) having previously been registered under the 1994 Act, structurally modified, for the 

personal use of a person ('R') who is a relevant individual, and 
(b) the whole, or a substantial part, of the construction, assembly or modification was carried out -

(i)	 by 'R' 
(ii) 	by one or more relevant individuals acting on behalf, and under the direction of 'R' or 
(iii) by 'R' and one or more relevant individuals acting on behalf, and under the direction of 'R' 

(2) For the purposes of this paragraph, a relevant individual in relation to a motor vehicle is an 
individual who does not, at any time during the period when the construction or assembly of 
thevehicle was being carried out, carry on a business in the course of which motor vehicles are 
normally constructed, assembled or modified. 

Rebuilt Vehicles - M1 & N1 ONLY (Class 'S') 

(1) A vehicle is a rebuilt vehicle if it - 
(a) 	is a vehicle to which the approval authority is required to assign a vehicle identification 

number, 
(b) 	is not an amateur built vehicle or a vehicle manufactured using parts of a registered vehicle, 

and 
(c) 	has been rebuilt using a replacement chassis, or an integral chassis body, which is of the 

same design and construction as that of the original vehicle and which -
(i)	 was supplied for the purpose without having been previously used, or 
(ii) previously formed part of a vehicle registered under the 1994 Act or any earlier Act    

providing for the licensing and registration of mechnically propelled vehicles. 

(2) For the purposes of sub-paragraph (1) the approval authority is required to assign a vehicle 
identification number to a vehicle where it appears to the authority upon receipt of an application 
under regulation 27 that the vehicle does not have a vehicle identification number which -
(a) 	satisfies the requirements set out in paragraph 3 of the Annex to Council Directive 

76/114/EEC, 
(b) has previously been assigned under the Schedule, or 

if it does not fall within paragraph (a) or (b), is adequate for the purpose of enabling the 
(c) 	vehicle to be identified. 

Very Low Volume Production Vehicles - M1 & N1 Only (Class 'L') 

(1) A vehicle is a vehicle manufactured in very low volume if the condition in sub-paragraph (2) 
is satisfied. 

(2) The condition is that the total number of vehicles of the family of types to which the vehicle in 
question belongs which are manufactured in the world during any period of 12 months falling 
within the period of 36 months immediately preceding the month in which the vehicle was 
manufactured does not exceed 300. 
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Vehicles Manufactured using parts of a Registered Vehicle - M1 & N1 ONLY 
(Class 'C') 

A vehicle is a vehicle manufactured using parts of a registered vehicle if - 

(a) 	 it is constructed or assembled by a person carrying on a business in the course of which 
motor vehicles are normally constructed or assembled; 

(b)	 it is equipped with an engine which has previously been used as the engine of another 
vehicle which had been registered under the 1994 Act or any earlier Act providing for the 
licensing and registration of mechanically propelled vehicles; and 

(c) 	 it is equipped with one or more of the following components taken from the same vehicle as 
the engine -

(i)	 chassis 
(ii)	 body 
(iii) suspension 
(iv) an axle 
(v)	 transmission, or 
(vi) steering assembly. 

Armoured Vehicle (Class 'T') 

An armoured vehicle is a civilian vehicle constructed or adapted for the protection of conveyed 
passengers and/or goods and complies with armour plating anti-bullet requirements. 

Hearse - Category 'M' Only (Class 'M') 

A hearse is a motor vehicle of category 'M' intended for the transport of deceased people and having 
special equipment for such purpose. 
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Annex 7 - European Specification Passenger Cars  
with Evidence of EC Approval 

A Where the vehicle has been 
supplied with a : 

• Mutual Recognition IVA Certificate 

by the Vehicle Certification 
Agency (VCA) 

B Where the vehicle is a : 

• left hand drive with original 
Certificate of Conformity (CoC), or 

• right hand or left hand drive and 
has evidence of registration in 
another EC country 

Customer to be directed to the 
DVLA to commence 
registration process 

Customer to be directed to VCA 
for a Mutual Recognition IVA 

Certificate 

European
 
Passenger
 
Car (M1)
 

C Where the vehicle is : (all 
criteria below must be met) 

• less than 12 months old and 
has done less than 1865 
miles (3,000 kms) 

• unmodified 
• displaying an original Type 

Approval number on the Vehicle 
Identity Number (VIN) plate 

D Where the vehicle is : 

• more than 12 months old or has 
done more than 1865 miles 
(3,000 kms) 

• unmodified 
• displaying an original Type 

Approval number on the Vehicle 
Identity Number (VIN) plate 

E Where the vehicle is : 

• is a left hand drive 
• does NOT have an original 

manufacturer's Certificate of 
Conformity, and 

• does not meet the criteria of 
A - D above 

Vehicle manufacturer contacted 
for confirmation of Approval + 

minimum requirement check only 
carried out at Test Station 

Vehicle manufacturer contacted for
 
confirmation of Approval + 


Basic IVA inspection carried out 

at Test Station
 

BASIC IVA INSPECTION 

Individual 
Approval 

Certificate 
(IAC) 

ISSUED 

NOTE : Where a vehicle is modified such that the approval is no longer valid, 
evidence of compliance in its modified condition will be required e.g. a Test Report 

from a designated Technical Service 
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Annex 8 - Japanese Passenger Cars - Normal IVA 
with Export Certificate 

JAPANESE PASSENGER CARS
 

All vehicles will require 
a De-Registration 

document (or Export 
Certificate) displaying 

Specification & 
Classification numbers 

All passenger cars that 
are 4x4 and have a 
separate chassis, 
having a date of 

manufacture up to 
31/12/99 will need to 

meet the requirements 
of the Protective 
Steering Directive 

All vehicles that are 
"forward control" and 

have a date of 
manufacture from 

01/10/97 to 31/12/99 
will need to meet the 

requirements of 
the Protective 

Steering Directive 

Where a passenger 
car has NOT been 

registered in Japan for 
at least 6 months, 

evidence of compliance 
to the relevant 

Emissions Directive for 
the age of vehicle 

is required 

A passenger car will 
need to meet the 

requirements of the 
Anti-Theft / Immobiliser 

Directive. Evidence is 
also required for any 
standard or additional 
alarms / immobilisers 
fitted to the vehicle 

Plus full 'Basic IVA' 
inspection in the other 
areas not covered by 

Normal IVA 

To qualify for 'forward-control', a 
vehicle must be : 

A configuration, in which more than half 
the engine length is rearward of the 

foremost point of the windshield base 
and the steering wheel hub must be in 

the forward quarter of the vehicle length. 

Note : Additional documentation 
providing evidence of ECE 67.01, 

ECE 115.00, or a comparable standard 
is required for vehicles fitted with LPG 
fuel systems, if not fitted at the time 

of manufacture. 

IAC Issued upon confirmation of compliance
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Annex 9 - Other World Passenger Cars (including  
Japanese Cars without Export Certificate) 

ALL OTHER WORLD 
PASSENGER CARS 

Vehicle is unmodified (see note 1) 
and the vehicle manufacturer has provided 

either a Certificate of Conformity (COC) or a 
letter of compliance in respect of all items 

for which compliance is required 
(EC Directive or other 
comparable standard) 

ITEMS OF COMPLIANCE 
(subject to vehicle age) 

1. Noise 
2. Emissions 
3. Fuel Tanks (LPG / CNG 

systems) 
4. Brakes 
5. Anti-theft/Immobiliser/ 

Alarm 
6. Protective Steering 
7. Seat Belt Anchorages 
8. CO2 / Fuel 

Consumption 
9. Frontal Impact 

(01/10/2003 onwards) 
10. Side Impact 1/10/2003 

onwards) 

Option 1: Obtain 
use of existing 
Model Report 

Vehicle is 
unmodified (see 
note 1) and the 
manufacturer 

has provided a 
letter of 

compliance in 
respect of some 

of the items 
requiring 

compliance (EC 
Directive or 

other 
comparable 
standard) 

Items for 
which there is 
no evidence 

of compliance 

Option 2: Carry 
out a test to the 

Directive 
Standards. (Note: 

in respect of 
some items, this 

requires a 
destructive test), -
either a 'One-Off' 

test or fully 
documented for 
the production of 
a Model Report 

Vehicle 
confirmed to 
comply with 
Normal IVA 
requirements 

Items for 
which 

compliance 
confirmed 

Plus Basic 
IVA 

in the other 
areas not 

covered by 
Normal IVA 

Option 3: 
Comparison test 
of the imported 

vehicle against a 
European 

Approved vehicle -
either a 'One-Off' 

test or fully 

No 
manufacturer's 

evidence of 
compliance 

documented for 
the production ofIAC ISSUED a Model Report

(Upon confirmation (note 2) 

of compliance) 

Note 1: A modified vehicle may need to be accompanied by evidence of compliance in its 
modified condition. 

Note 2: A Model Report allows the approval of subsequent vehicles based on the original test. 
Note 3: Additional documentation providing evidence of ECE 67.01, ECE 115.00, or a 

comparable standard is required for vehicles fitted with an LPG fuel system. 
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Term	 Explanation
 

Trailer Any non-self propelled vehicle on wheels which is designed and 
constructed to be towed by a motor vehicle. 

Type Means vehicles of a particular category, which do not differ in certain 
essential respects, set out in Annex II of the Directive. 

Type Approval	 Means the procedure whereby a Member State certifies that a type of 
vehicle, system, component or separate technical unit satisfies the 
relevant administrative provisions and technical requirements. 

Type Approval Means the document whereby the approval authority officially certifies 
Certificate that a particular vehicle is approved. 

Type Designation & See 'Specification and Classification numbers' 
Variant Numbers 

Vehicle Category	 Refers to the different forms of vehicle affected by the ECWVTA 
Directive. These are passenger vehicles (M), goods vehicles (N) and 
trailers (O) and their sub-divisions (M1 vehicles are cars, M2 and M3 
vehicles are buses and coaches etc - see 'Vehicle Category Chart' 
on pages 47 & 48 

Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles constructed or converted specifically so that they 
Vehicle (WAV) accommodate one or more persons seated in their wheelchair(s) 

when travelling on the road. 
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Do you have any comments? 

We would be pleased to receive any comments or suggestions you may have about this Information 
Guide. Please write to : 

Vehicle and Operator Services Agency 
Approval Section 

Ellipse 
Padley Road 

Swansea 
SA1 8AN 

Please note; this address is not for general enquiries. You should ring our Contact Centre number 
on 0300 123 9000. 

Alternatively, you can email us at the one of the addresses below : 

enquiries@vosa.gov.uk 
or 

approvals@vosa.gov.uk 

Standards of Service Provided by VOSA 

We want to deliver the best possible service to all of our customers.  As such, we aim to : 

• answer your letters clearly and accurately within 15 working days; 
• see you within 10 minutes of an appointment time you have made at our offices; 
• provide information about our services; 
• provide a National Enquiry line which answers your telephone calls within 5 rings; 
• publish a complaints procedure for the service we provide; 
• make our services easily accessible to everyone; 
• consult you regularly about our services and report on results. 

We expect our staff to provide the best service that they can.  They will : 

• be courteous, helpful and give a polite and efficient service at all times; 
• identify themselves, their organisation, provide contact details and explain what they are doing; 
• give clear, professional advice and information; 
• keep delays to a minimum and explain any delays as they might occur; 
• do their best to help you overcome any difficulties that you may encounter 
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Individual Vehicle Approval - Standards of Service 

It is our aim to provide 95% of IVA customers with an inspection within four weeks of receipt of a 
correctly completed application. 

Please visit the following websites for more information on the standards of service VOSA aims to 
provide to all of its customers and details of our complaints procedure : 

for commercial customers - www.transportoffice.gov.uk 
for private motorists - www.direct.gov.uk 

for corporate information - www.vosa.gov.uk 

66 


